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The business case for setting up or expanding in Kent has never been stronger. 
With an array of benefits to suit your business and workforce needs, Kent presents 
huge opportunities for growth across multiple sectors.

Perfectly placed between London and Europe with unrivalled connectivity 
between the two, Kent is a key trading gateway to the rest of the world.

With extremely cost-effective commercial property across Kent, it is easy to 
see why over 88,000 businesses call it home, including many significant global 
brands such as BAE Systems, Pfizer, Hitachi, and Kimberly-Clark.

Kent has the assets to support any business as it establishes, expands or 
relocates as well as the space, premises, support, talent and environment to help 
businesses succeed. Find out how Kent can make business sense for you by 
contacting Locate in Kent today to discuss your requirements.

Our service is confidential, 
impartial and completely  
free of charge.

Kent. Makes 
business 
sense.
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Kent. Even better 
connected.

CONNECTIVITY

Kent is extremely well connected by rail, road, air and sea 
and its close proximity to London and Europe creates easy 
access to a number of markets.



City Airport

Heathrow
Airport

Gatwick
Airport

Stansted
Airport

Luton
Airport

Southend
Airport

RAMSGATE

MARGATE
HERNE BAY

WHITSTABLE

Dunkirk

Calais

Channel Tunnel

LONDON

FRANCE

Ashford 
International 

Station

London 
Ashford 
Airport

ASHFORD

Calais

Ebbsfleet 
International 

Station

Biggin Hill

A28
A28

A28M20

A26

M25

M26
A20

A2

M2

A2

M
20

A2

GRAVESEND
DARTFORD

MEDWAY

FOLKESTONE

DOVER

DEAL

CANTERBURY

FAVERSHAM

SITTINGBOURNE

MAIDSTONE
SEVENOAKS

TONBRIDGE

TUNBRIDGE 
WELLS

Thamesport

Sheerness

M25

M25

M25
M25

M1

M1

M40

M3

M23

Stratford
International Station

St. Pancras
International Station

M11

M11

KINGS HILL

KENT

ISLE OF SHEPPEY

Shenfield

Abbey Wood 

Paddington

A2

Dartford
Crossing

17 56

69
57

59

91

38

37

22

80

SANDWICH

90

Motorway North Kent Enterprise Zone

Map key

Main Road

Eurostar Route
High Speed 1 Route

Domestic Rail Routes

Ferry/Freight Routes

Universities/ Colleges

Ports

Kent Science Park
Discovery Park Enterprise Zone 

Airport

Journey times to St Pancras

Eurostar Stops

Crossrail Route

Proposed Crossrail Extension 

Preferred Lower Thames 
Crossing route 

38

LOCATION WITHIN UK

  Kent, the connected 
county
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LOCATION WITHIN EUROPE
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  Kent, the gateway  
to Europe
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CONNECTIVITY

Providing quick and convenient access to London St Pancras 
International in just 17 minutes from Ebbsfleet International 
and 38 minutes from Ashford International as well as access 
to Paris and Brussels in less than two hours.

The only UK county  
with the High Speed 1 
network and two 
international stations

Kent is well-connected 
for doing business 
in both London and 

mainland Europe
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Thanks to the world-renowned Channel Tunnel, Kent is the 
only place in the UK where you can drive directly to mainland 
Europe, providing access to the continent in just 35 minutes 
from Folkestone. 21.3 million tonnes of freight and 10.6 million 
passenger pass through it each year.

A fixed link to Europe

CONNECTIVITY

Europe is just  
35 minutes from 

Folkestone
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CONNECTIVITY

Access to European supply chains is well supported in Kent, 
with six sea ports handling over £100 billion of trade each 
year. Dover is Europe’s busiest ferry port, a vital international 
gateway for the movement of passengers and trade, seeing 
12 million passengers pass through annually.

Kent sits alongside the Thames, the busiest inland 
waterway in the UK. London Thamesport in Kent is one 
of only three UK deep-water ports capable of handling 
the world’s largest container vessels.

Home to Europe’s busiest 
sea port

Direct access to the 
River Thames 
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Kent has more motorways by distance than any other 
county in the UK, with sections of the M2, M20, M25 and 
M26 totalling 173 km (107 miles).

Five international airports including London Heathrow, 
London Gatwick and London City Airport are easily 
accessible by road or rail within one hour.

More motorway connections

International  
connections by air

CONNECTIVITY “There are good infrastructure links here, as we are 
connected to the M2 in both directions, which we need 
as we export globally. We use the road network through 
to the M25 for UK sales, the Channel ports for Europe, 
and container shipping to important markets in the 
Middle East, Japan and the USA.

Ian Jennings, Managing Director, Jubilee Clips
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A big asset in Kent with 92% of homes and businesses 
having access to superfast broadband. Continual investment 
is being made to help Kent stay on the cutting edge of 
technology.

Superb digital connectivity

CONNECTIVITY

There is currently £6.7 billion worth of new infrastructure 
planned for the region including a Lower Thames Crossing 
project and extension of the Crossrail, providing excellent 
opportunities for growth.

Strong ambition for even 
greater infrastructure
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Kent. Top quality, 
low cost.

COST

Kent is a highly cost-effective location for your business 
offering incredible value for money. 

Despite being so close to London, the cost of doing 
business and living in Kent is significantly lower than  
in the capital. 



Low tax rates
The UK has the lowest headline business tax rate in the 
G20 (20 major economies) which companies in Kent benefit 
from. The current UK corporation tax rate is 19%, reducing to 
17% by 2020.

Competitive  
commercial property
A wide range of business parks, development land, office 
and industrial space at extremely competitive prices of up 
to 60% cheaper than London and 15% lower than the rest 
of the South East. This presents a greater opportunity for 
businesses to own premises as well as rent.

COST “From Kent, The Creation Lab can easily look after its London 
clients but without the high rental costs that come with being 
based in the City. There are also fantastic business opportunities 
in the county, and we feel this is just the tip of the iceberg for us.

Matt Soper, Managing Director, The Creation Lab
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Enterprise Zone status
Businesses can thrive at the two Enterprise Zones in Kent, 
Discovery Park and North Kent, benefiting from business 
rate discounts of up to £275,000 over five years.

Multiple funding streams
Kent has a compelling offer for financial assistance with  
a unique set of incentives to help your business thrive.  
(Please refer to the Funding Support brochure for all 
available loans and eligibility criteria).

COST

Why invest in Kent? 13



Kent. The pick of 
the crop.

SKILLS

Kent presents a far more cost-effective proposition for staff 
with no compromise on quality and services. With a strong 
skill base from a stream of Kent-based graduates and 
number of specialist workers in key growth sectors, there is 
huge potential to grow your workforce.



SKILLS

Salary savings
Kent offers strong value for money in 
terms of attracting a highly-skilled, loyal 
workforce without a high price tag. 
The median salary in Kent is £28.5k, 
compared to £32.5k  
in Greater London.

Strong FE  
and HE sector
Kent has four universities: Canterbury 
Christ Church University, University of 
Kent, University of Greenwich with  
a site at Medway and the University for 
the Creative Arts. The University of Kent 
is ranked in the top 25 of all universities 
in the UK.

Talent within an  
easy commute
Alongside outstanding homegrown 
talent a further 25 universities are within 
a 20 mile radius, offering access to a 
huge workforce that could commute  
into Kent via High Speed 1.
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SKILLS

Professional workforce
Kent is home to a highly-skilled workforce with 320,000 
people in managerial or professional roles, meaning you  
can find the very best candidates for your business.

Wide spread of talent 
across the county
An estimated 96,000 Kent people are employed in business 
services, a further 23,700 in finance and insurance, life 
science businesses employ 6,200 people and ICT almost 
11,000. The county’s creative industries employ 13,700, 
agri-tech a further 17,500 and the manufacturing sector 
employing 17,660 people locally.

“When we created Shearwater Systems from scratch we considered a number  
of locations across England and Wales. Kent stood out because of the availability 
of high level IT skills, a range of graduate employment programmes from local 
universities, and a genuine enthusiasm on the part of Kent County Council to 
attract high-tech businesses to the area with the support of the Expansion East 
Kent regional development fund.

Dr Ian Denley, Co-Founder, Shearwater Systems

Why invest in Kent? 16



Kent. For business, 
for work, for life.

QUALITY OF LIFE

Kent offers a setting suitable for every lifestyle, and 
especially for those who value quality family time and 
for whom short commuting times are important. Kent is 
a place to work, but importantly, it is also a place to live 
life to the full.



QUALITY OF LIFE

A beautiful place  
to work and live
Kent is made up of traditional English villages, bustling towns, 
beautiful countryside and just over 350 miles of coastline. 33% of 
Kent is designated as an area of outstanding natural beauty.  

The place to entertain
With the attractive cathedral city of Canterbury, historic 
Rochester, seaside towns such as Whitstable and Herne 
Bay, Folkestone’s creative quarter or Margate’s Turner 
Contemporary Gallery plus a number of other destinations, 
leisure time can be quickly filled in Kent. Choices include more 
than 60 golf courses, motor racing circuits, vineyards, cricket 
grounds, theatres and a number tourist attractions.

“Kent is the Garden of England. In every sense. It’s a 
beautiful place to create, to grow, to nurture and to 
enjoy. Being a wine company that tries to do things 
other people can’t, Kent is the place to be.

Frazer Thompson, Chief Executive Officer, Chapel Down
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QUALITY OF LIFE

Residential property
The average house price in Kent is just under £315,000 
whilst the figure for the South East as a whole is just over 
£360,000. Kent property prices are also on average 41% 
less than Oxford at £530,000 and 33% lower than London 
£470,000 (Q1 2017.)

A great education for your 
children
Kent offers exceptional schools including the highest 
number of state grammar schools in England. With 23% of 
the country’s total located in Kent, your children and those 
of your workforce will have the best start in life.
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How we can help.
Locate in Kent’s Plus service is tailored to suit your 
business development needs, providing expert 
advice for dynamic businesses to boost innovation, 
productivity and gain a competitive advantage.



“The existence of Locate in Kent’s service and the 
promise of help now and in the future has had such 
a big influence, I can say I would not have come to 
Kent without it.

Andrew Cock, Managing Director of Multipanel UK

OUR PROPOSITION

Locate in Kent. Helping 
every step of the way.

2.  
Bespoke to you 
Our experienced and 
knowledgeable team is on hand 
to discuss your requirements 
and create a bespoke plan, 
specific to your business needs.

3.  
Specialists
Our in-house experts in 
property, skills, and key 
industry sectors have an in 
depth understanding of how to 
support your business growth 
and can offer guidance on 
funding and financial incentives.

4.  
Connecting you
Our service also expands into 
our extensive network of Kent 
partners, so we will put you 
in touch with the right people 
who can help with legal advice, 
accountancy services and 
marketing support. 

5.  
Supporting you
When you’re ready to make 
your move or expansion into 
Kent, we’ll be here every step 
of the way, helping you to get a 
head start for business growth. 

6.  
Moving onwards
Once you’re settled, we offer 
ongoing support and advice to 
help your business succeed.

1.  
Contact us
If you have a question about 
setting up or expanding in  
Kent, register online at  
locateinkent.com/contact, call 
us on 01732 520700 or email 
us at enquiries@locateinkent.
com and we’ll provide you with 
the information you need.
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Chris Broom – Head of Investment

Having spent twelve years in the Locate in Kent team, Chris is 

extremely well versed in the financial incentives available to 

businesses. He has established a strong network of professional 

intermediaries and industry contacts, has in-depth knowledge of 

Kent’s property market and has supported 100s of businesses to 

expand or move their business operations into Kent. to businesses.

Contact Chris today to discuss your business needs
ChrisB@locateinkent.com
+44 (0)1732 520727

Get in touch


