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Kent’s vibrant life science community is situated between the 
internationally recognised ‘Golden Triangle’ (Oxford, Cambridge 
and London) and Europe, creating a powerhouse of academic 
excellence and healthcare network strengths.

Fast evolving into a hub for innovation and growth, Kent is home 
to some of the biggest names in life sciences including Pfizer, 
Mylan, Diasorin and Smiths Medical. Some of the most ground-
breaking medicines and technologies have also been born in  
the county.

World-class facilities, industry leading talent, access to funding 
and an unrivalled level of connectivity into London’s life science 
community, makes Kent the ideal location for life science 
companies. 

A centre of 
excellence in 
life science.
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Life science cluster  
in Kent.
Life sciences are a major component of the current economic 
base of the UK, with the sector generating £64 billion of 
turnover, and employing more than 233,000 scientists and 
staff. Kent plays home to over 250 life science companies.
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LIFE SCIENCES

A leading centre for  
drug discovery
Providing front-line drug discovery research and 
development, a number of companies in Kent have  
been responsible for creating some of the most  
world-renowned, life-changing medicines. Drugs such 
as; Viagra, Diflucan, Aviax, Istin, Paratect, Darifenacin, 
Draxxin, Vfend, Revatio, Cardura, Dectomax, Relplax  
and Norvasc have all been developed here.
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Well connected into 
key networks.
Ideally located between London and the continent, Kent’s 
range of transport options, including high speed rail links, sea 
ports, motorways and easy access to a number of international 
airports, makes it the primary choice for companies looking to 
have direct access to key industry networks.
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Francis Crick Institute

Kent provides easy access to the regulatory bodies 
MHRA and Nice, research institutes and charities such 
as The Crick, Wellcome Trust and Cancer Research UK, 
venture capitalists and investor networks and leading 
universities such as Queen Mary University of London 
Life Science Institute, University College London East 
and Imperial College’s White City Campus. And from 
2018, the Thameslink rail service will provide a direct 
link between Maidstone East and Cambridge.
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Healthcare in Kent.
The total spending on healthcare in 2016/17 is £3.6 billion. 
Health services in Kent and Medway are commissioned on 
behalf of the 1.8m population by eight Clinical Commissioning 
Groups (CCGs) and are made up of four hospital trusts and  
seven acute hospitals. 



LIFE SCIENCES

NHS
There is an agenda for change in the  
NHS across Kent and Medway to develop 
better health and care services that  
are sustainable for the future through 
better adoption of innovative treatments 
and technologies. 

Academic Health  
Science Networks
Kent, Surrey and Sussex Academic 
Health Science Network (AHSN) is one 
of 15 AHSNs across the UK. Working 
together with the NHS, higher education 
and industry organisations, the aim is to 
enhance research and accelerate the 
identification, development and adoption  
of healthcare innovations. 

Commissioning 
Support Unit
The North and East London 
Commissioning Support Unit provides 
expert support and advice to help  
clinical commissioners and other NHS 
organisations to deliver improved  
health services to local populations. 
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World-class facilities 
and commercial 
property.
Kent has four world-class science parks; Discovery Park, 
Kent Science Park, Kent Medical Campus and East Malling 
research. Life science companies have clustered in and 
around these sites, benefiting from the state of the art 
facilities and established ecosystem. 



Discovery Park
Discovery Park in Sandwich is a global leader for  
science and enterprise with 1.5 million sq ft state of the 
art laboratory and office space. As an enterprise zone,  
it is set up to support life science operations from  
small start up incubation space through to larger 
laboratory requirements. 

The site has a track record for drug discovery stretching 
back to the 1950’s and continues to lead the way in R&D. 
Discovery Park has grown into a scientific hub of over 
150 tenants with the likes of Pfizer and Mylan setting up 
operations here and with the opening of building 500, 
there is growing opportunity to take up flexible  
lab solutions. 

LIFE SCIENCES

Kent Science Park
Kent Science Park campus was once the analytical 
research head quarters for petroleum magnet Shell. 
Offering over 500,000 sq ft of high-specification, 
purpose built accommodation, the site is flexible enough 
to nurture ambitious start-ups, as well as to serve 
expanding or mature technology companies. It’s high 
level security premises provides confidence to over  
70 tenants with the likes of Novartis and GPharm  
based here. “Kent ticks all of the boxes. It’s close to all forms of 

transport, to continental Europe as well as direct flights 
to North America and Asia, there are state of the art 
facilities and valuable support from local government.

GENEA BIOMEDX
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Kent Medical Campus
Establishing itself as a fully integrated centre of excellence 
for health, science and education in the South East,  
Kent Medical Campus is able to deliver flexible, exciting and 
immediate high-end property solutions to occupiers seeking 
expansion or relocation opportunities in these dynamic 
property sectors.

Part of the North Kent Enterprise Zone, the 30 acre site 
has permission to develop 98,000m2 (1,000,000 ft2) of 
flexible and innovative space and once fully developed, 
will provide up to 4,000 jobs. The campus offers the 
potential to fast-track planning and construction for 
facilities including offices and laboratories, rehabilitation 
care centres, training and research and development and 
further and higher education training provision will help 
establish the site’s reputation as a centre for excellence  

for clinician-led medical sciences. 
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NIAB East Malling Research
NIAB EMR is the UK’s largest horticulture and agricultural 
research institute undertaking work in the perennial and 
clonally-propagated crops sector. Focused on industry facing 
applied research, it is an internationally renowned leader 
in top fruit and soft fruit, plant breeding, soil science, water 
use and biological pest control. Spread over 500 acres, East 
Malling Research provides the support and infrastructure for 

various companies to develop their business.
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Financial investment  
in life science.
Kent has significantly invested into the life science sector, 
creating a funding landscape incentivising innovation and driving 
growth. In addition, over £50m has been raised by life science 
companies through funding rounds or successful exit strategies. 

(Please refer to the separate Funding brochure  
for details of specific initiatives available.)



LIFE SCIENCES

Cost savings
Kent represents a significant saving when investing 
into the South East life science cluster with average 
costs of labs, office spaces and salaries considerably 
lower than other areas. The Lambert Smith Hampton 
Total Office Cost Survey report identified price 
differentials in cost per work station (100 sq ft) in 
affluent areas of Kent like Maidstone being £7,885 
in contrast to £18,145 in parts of the Golden Triangle. 
There is also a noticeable price hike of over 100% 
from Maidstone to Central London. 

Financial support 
Narec Capital (NCL), a specialist investment 
management firm, manage an equity fund on 
behalf of Kent County Council, focusing on high 
growth potential companies within the life science 
sector. NCL not only provides the investment 
capital but also the support and experience 
required for young companies to accelerate 
through to market. 
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Enterprise Zones
Kent has two enterprise zones where 
businesses can benefit from simplified 
planning rules and rate relief on premises  
up to £275,000 over 5 years.

Tax
The UK offers an attractive tax environment 
for life science companies. For information 
on corporation tax, R&D tax credits, capital 
allowances and patent box, please contact 
Locate in Kent who will be happy to organise an 
introduction to one of our accountancy partners.

LIFE SCIENCES
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Access to  
leading talent.
Kent is home to a highly-skilled pool of talent and boasts a strong 
pipeline of life science graduates. With four top Universities 
within the county and a further 25 within an easily commutable 
20 mile radius, including University College London, Imperial 
and Kings College London, Kent opens its doors to over 35,000 
graduates each year.
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Kent and Medway 
Engineering, Design, 
Growth and Enterprise Hub
Canterbury Christ Church University recently announced 
significant investment in developing the Kent and Medway 
Engineering, Design, Growth and Enterprise Hub (KM 
EDGE) which will add an additional 1,250 graduates into  
the labour market by 2024. Specifically available in Kent, 
the proposition will ensure our regional high-skill sectors 
are further underpinned by specialist education, research 
and development, as well as innovation support services. 

School of Biosciences 
Regarded as one of the very best places to study in the 
UK, the School of Biosciences at the University of Kent 
is a leading centre of research, education and training in 
biological sciences. It was recently ranked 21st out of 102 
institutions in the 2018 Guardian University Guide and is 
amongst the best-funded schools of its kind, with current 
support from the Biotechnology and Biological Sciences 
Research Council, Natural Environment Research Council, 
Medical Research Council, Wellcome Trust, EU, and industry.
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Why Kent?



WHY KENT?

The business case for setting up or expanding in Kent has 
never been stronger. Positioned between London and Europe 
and experiencing impressive growth and regeneration,  
Kent offers unrivalled benefits that not only make good 
business sense but create the ideal place for your 
workforce and family to thrive in.

Even better connected
As the only UK county with the High Speed 1 rail network, 
Kent offers quick and convenient access to markets like no 
other. Businesses can access London in just 17 minutes and 
Paris and Brussels in under two hours. With the Port of 
Dover and five other seaports located within the county, 
import/export operations are well supported and 
International airports such as London Heathrow and 
Gatwick are easily accessible within an hour. Digital 
connectivity is also an asset in Kent, with 92% of homes 
and businesses having access to superfast broadband.

Top quality, low costs
In Kent, commercial property costs are up to 60%  
cheaper than London and 15% lower than the rest of  
the South East. Great value for money can also be seen 
across residential property with average house prices  
33% cheaper than London. Kent also boasts two 
Enterprise Zones (Discovery Park and North Kent) offering 
business rate savings of up to £275,000 over five years and 
there are a number of funding support schemes available 
to support growing businesses. Discovery Park is the most 
successful Enterprise Zone in the UK.

Kent makes business 
sense
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The pick of the crop 
With a resident population of just over 1.8m, Kent and 
Medway is the largest of all of the English counties and 
provides access to a highly-skilled workforce. There are 
four top universities, including the University of Kent, 
ranked in the top 25 in the UK which provide a steady 
pipeline of graduates across key growth sectors each 
year. A further 25 universities are in an easily 
commutable 20 mile radius. The median salary in Kent is 
£4k lower than those in London, making the county 
extremely good value for money when it comes to 
finding the right staff for your business.

For business, for work, for life
Kent has just over 350 miles of coastline and with a third 
of the county designated as an area of outstanding 
natural beauty, it is perfect for people who value quality 
family time. The county has a rich heritage and its 
diversity offers an unrivalled lifestyle experience for 
everyone. With stunning sandy beaches, premium 
shopping experiences, a number of historic attractions, 
galleries, theatres, motor racing circuits and over 60 golf 
courses, it is the optimum destination to benefit from the 
perfect work/life balance.

Kent is a great place for your family to thrive too, with 
23% of the UK’s grammar schools located here, your 
children and those of your workforce will have the best 
start in life.

WHY KENT?
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How we can help.
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Locate in Kent. Helping 
every step of the way.

2.  
Bespoke to you 
Our experienced and 
knowledgeable team is on hand 
to discuss your requirements 
and create a bespoke plan, 
specific to your business needs.

3.  
Specialists
Our in-house experts in 
property, skills, and key 
industry sectors have an in 
depth understanding of how to 
support your business growth 
and provide guidance on 
funding and financial incentives.

4.  
Connecting you
Our service also expands into 
our extensive network of Kent 
partners, we will put you in 
touch with the right people 
who can help with legal advice, 
accountancy services and 
marketing support. 

5.  
Supporting you
When you’re ready to make 
your move or expansion into 
Kent, we’ll be here every step 
of the way, helping you to get a 
head start for business growth. 

6.  
Moving onwards
Once you’re settled, we offer 
ongoing support and advice to 
help your business succeed.

1.  
Contact us
If you have a question about 
setting up or expanding in  
Kent, register online at  
locateinkent.com/contact, call 
us on 01732 520700 or email us 
at enquiries@locateinkent.com 
and we’ll provide you with the 
information you need.

In addition to our specialist life science support, our team offers 
guidance on all the components needed for business growth in Kent.

“Locate in Kent helped us in finding the right people, 
the right talent pool, the right supporting companies 
and the right government interactions to succeed 
wildly and thanks to them we are.

QUVIUM UK

OUR PROPOSITION
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Imran Khan – Life Sciences sector specialist

Involved with the life science sector for over a decade, Imran has experience 

in both industrial and academic science environments and a proven track 

record of success in developing start-up companies..

Contact Imran today to discuss your business needs
imran.khan@locateinkent.com
+44 (0)1732 520 709

Get in touch


