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The creative sector in the UK is booming, contributing nearly 
£92bn to the economy. In line with this, Kent’s vibrant creative 
community has seen significant growth and the business case 
for locating or expanding in the county has never been stronger. 

Kent is home to some of the UK’s top ‘creative hotspots’ as 
reported by Nesta, with Tunbridge Wells, Canterbury and 
Medway boasting a growing cluster of businesses in this sector. 
Thriving seaside towns Margate and Folkestone are full of 
culture and fast-becoming creative hubs, benefiting from the 
influx of businesses moving out London.

The county’s geographical proximity and great connectivity play 
a huge role in this success. Located just 17 minutes from the 
capital and less than an hour to Europe, creative businesses are 
able to access clients quickly, collaborate and share information 
with likeminded, innovative companies and draw on a wide and 
varied pool of talent in order to sustain growth.

A creative environment with an array of museums and art 
galleries including the internationally renowned Turner 
Contemporary, Kent is a county where creativity is encouraged, 
supported and enabled to flourish, making it the ideal home for 

businesses in all sub-sectors of the industry.

The ideal home 
for creative 
businesses… 
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Creative cluster in Kent
Nearly 8,000 creative companies call Kent home ranging, 
from content industries such as film, video games and 
digital to service industries, advertising, design and PR. 
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Well connected to clients 
and key networks
In an industry where travel is important, Kent is ideally located between 
London and the continent.  As the only UK county with the High Speed 1 rail 
network, access to the city is only a short journey away and key motorways 
provide quick and easy access to a number of international airports.
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LOCATION WITHIN UK

  Kent the connected 
county

Trains from Ebbsfleet Intl 
(via London St Pancras)

Cambridge – 1hr 43m

Oxford – 2hr 2m
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Manchester – 3hr 2m
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Brussels - 1hr 30m

Paris - 1hr 52m
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LOCATION WITHIN EUROPE
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to Europe
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Inspiring and unique 
working environments
Kent offers a very diverse array of working environments from quirky, 
historic buildings to world-class modern facilities, catering for all types 
of creative and digital needs and some exciting, specialist centres.



Maidstone TV Studios  
Maidstone TV Studios is one of the UK’s largest independent 
high definition TV broadcasting facilities. The studios provide 
the very best creative and versatile recording space available. 

The facility is an outstanding media hub, boasting the fastest 
dedicated fibre connections available and studios with 
flexible lighting and fully configurable production, viewing, 
lighting and sound galleries.

The studios have helped create some of the UK’s best loved 
shows including Supermarket Sweep and Fraggle Rock and 
in more recent years have become home to Jools Holland, 
Hootenanny, Catchphrase and Take Me Out.

CREATIVE AND DIGITAL

“From Kent, The Creation Lab can easily look after its  
London clients but without the high rental costs that come 
with being based in the City. There are also fantastic business 
opportunities in the county – and we feel this is just the tip  
of the iceberg for us.

MATT SOPER - THE CREATION LAB
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The Joiners Shop – Chatham 
Historic Dockyard
One of Kent’s most unique and exciting centres for creative 
businesses, The Joiners Shop is located in the heart of Chatham’s 
Historic Dockyard. The 200 year old structure provides 1750sqm 
of high specification creative space including studios, workshops, 
office units, meeting rooms and communal facilities, ideal for small 
to medium enterprises. The Historic Dockyard itself provides 
the backdrop for many TV and film productions. With over 100 
buildings and structures dating from the Georgian and Victorian 
periods to the present day, it has provided the perfect setting for 
Mr Selfridge, Call the Midwife and Great Expectations.

Fruitworks
Located a short walk from Canterbury city centre, The Fruitworks 
is the only co-working space of its kind in Canterbury. Ideal for 
start-ups, this space offers up to 80 desks in open plan rooms 
and chill-out areas, ideal for meeting new clients.

CREATIVE AND DIGITAL
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The Creative Quarter
The Creative Quarter in Folkestone is a lively and 
ever-growing community and has become a go-to 
destination for creative businesses. Home to The 
Quarter House, buildings are a mix of the restored 
historic and designer contemporary and offer a 
collection of artist studios, office and retail spaces. 
The creative industries are a vital part of the Creative 
Quarter ‘ecology’ and hosts some major players in 
this sector. The area is also undergoing significant 
regeneration benefiting from over £74million of 
investment from the Roger De Haan Charitable Trust. “Since we began in 2009, Progress has always believed in the 

opportunity that Folkestone can offer for creative businesses. 
We’re well connected to reach our London clients and 
beyond, we’re either working with local talent or encouraging 
talent to move here and it provides the ideal work/life balance. 
It’s great to see how the town continues to develop, the future 
is looking very promising and we’re proud to be a part of this 
growth.

DANIEL KENNEDY - PROGRESS 
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Creative Support  
Services
Arts and culture and the creative industry as a whole is valued highly in 
Kent, there are a number of organisations ready to offer support to help 
people and organisations reach their full potential.



CREATIVE AND DIGITAL

The Creative Foundation
The Creative Foundation is an independent visionary 
arts charity dedicated to enabling the regeneration of 
Folkestone through creative activity. With a progressive 
vision, the foundation is committed to transforming the 
town, making it a better place to live, work, visit and 
study and ensuring the Quarter is sustainable through 
affordable space and opportunities for growth.

Kent Creative
Kent Creative is a support organisation promoting 
the work of creative individuals and cultural 
organisations. They work to encourage, promote and 
reward creativity, maximising the impact of arts and 
culture on the wider community of Kent.
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CREATIVE AND DIGITAL

Screen South
Screen South is a Creative Development agency 
delivering and supporting innovative projects across 
screen-based media and the wider cultural and creative 
industries.

Kent Film Office
Kent Film Office promotes and offers a film 
commissioning service to Kent’s film and broadcast 
industries. High profile productions filmed in Kent 
include Avengers: Age of Ultron, Into The Woods, 
Wolf Hall, The Tunnel, Rush and Great Expectations, 
contributing around £50m to the local economy. 
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Access to a vast pool  
of creative talent
Employment in the UK creative industries is growing at four times 
the rate of the UK workforce as whole with almost 2m people now 
employed in creative organisations. A highly skilled, creative workforce 
is easily accessible in Kent with an abundance of home grown staff 
trained at some of the top Universities the county offers and a London 
workforce within an easily commutable distance. 



University of Creative Arts 
Kent is home to UK’s number one specialist 
University for the Creative Industry (ranked by the 
Complete University Guide 2018) offering more 
than 120 courses across campuses in Rochester 
and Canterbury. Many world-renowned, award-
winning filmmakers, fashion designers, animators and 
architects are amongst the alumni.

University of Kent 
Ranked within the top 25 universities in the UK,  
The University of Kent offers a variety of creative 
courses including Film, Digital Arts and Multimedia.

CREATIVE AND DIGITAL

“There was a real desire to stay in the local area as our 
CEO, Paul Jackson was keen to support local talent and 
suppliers. Many of our employees use public transport 
to get to work, so we were looking for good links, along 
with good internet connection, all of which Kent offers.

GEMMA JOHNSON-BROWN, DOVETAIL GAMES
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Canterbury Christ  
Church University 
Specialist tutors and superb new facilities at CCCU offer 
students the opportunity to start successful careers in the 
creative and performing arts industries.

University of Greenwich  
With campuses located in both Greenwich and Medway, 
the university offers the Department of Creative Professions 
and Digital Arts which brings together a range of creative 
disciplines and technologies.

CREATIVE AND DIGITAL
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Financial incentives in 
the creative sector
In addition to the significant cost savings across premises and staff 
presented in Kent, there are a number of funding streams available  
to support the growth of new or expanding  businesses.

For the full range of incentives, please refer to our Funding 
brochure or contact us today.



Kent and Medway 
Business Fund 
The scheme aims to deliver investment to creative 
businesses across Kent and Medway offering 0% 
loans between £50,000 and £500,000 to small and 
medium sized businesses. 

Start-up Loans 
A start-up loan can help you achieve your business 
goals with a loan of up to £25,000, at fixed 6% interest 
p.a. Applicants will also be offered free mentoring, 
exclusive business offers to help your start-up and 
support with your business plan and cash flow forecast

CREATIVE AND DIGITAL
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CREATIVE AND DIGITAL

“We relocated from London to Kent, taking advantage of the 
significantly lower commercial property costs we were able to 
buy rather than rent. The fantastic connectivity means we can 
easily access clients and staff, from London, Kent and Essex.

MIKE SCHOFIELD, PUREWHITE CREATIVE

Enterprise Zone financial savings 
Kent has two Enterprise Zones where businesses can benefit from 
simplified planning rules and rate relief on premises up to £275,000 
over 5 years. 

South East Business Boost (SEBB) 
Growth grants of between £1,000 and £10,000 available to eligible trading 
businesses. The grant can fund up to 30% of a range of capital items related  
to increasing sales, improving productivity and boosting profitability.

SMEs only 

Low Carbon Across the South 
East (LoCASE)
Growth grants of between £1,000 and £10,000 available to eligible trading 
businesses. The grant can fund up to 30% of a range of capital items related 
to increasing sales, improving productivity and boosting profitability.

SMEs only 
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Why Kent?
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WHY KENT?

The business case for setting up or expanding in Kent has 
never been stronger. Positioned between London and Europe 
and experiencing impressive growth and regeneration,  
Kent offers unrivalled benefits that not only make good 
business sense but create the ideal place for your 
workforce and family to thrive in.

Even better connected
As the only UK county with the High Speed 1 rail network, 
Kent offers quick and convenient access to markets like no 
other. Businesses can access London in just 17 minutes and 
Paris and Brussels in under two hours. With the Port of 
Dover and five other seaports located within the county, 
import/export operations are well supported and 
International airports such as London Heathrow and 
Gatwick are easily accessible within an hour. Digital 
connectivity is also an asset in Kent, with 92% of homes 
and businesses having access to superfast broadband.

Top quality, low costs
In Kent, commercial property costs are up to 60%  
cheaper than London and 15% lower than the rest of  
the South East. Great value for money can also be seen 
across residential property with average house prices  
33% cheaper than London. Kent also boasts two 
Enterprise Zones (Discovery Park and North Kent) offering 
business rate savings of up to £275,000 over five years and 
there are a number of funding support schemes available 
to support growing businesses. Discovery Park is the most 
successful Enterprise Zone in the UK.

Kent makes business 
sense
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The pick of the crop 
With a resident population of just over 1.8m, Kent and 
Medway is the largest of all of the English counties and 
provides access to a highly-skilled workforce. There are 
four top universities, including the University of Kent, 
ranked in the top 25 in the UK which provide a steady 
pipeline of graduates across key growth sectors each 
year. A further 25 universities are in an easily 
commutable 20 mile radius. The median salary in Kent is 
£4k lower than those in London, making the county 
extremely good value for money when it comes to 
finding the right staff for your business.

For business, for work, for life
Kent has just over 350 miles of coastline and with a third 
of the county designated as an area of outstanding 
natural beauty, it is perfect for people who value quality 
family time. Creative town Margate was recently voted 
one of the best places to live by the Sunday Times and 
the county as a whole has a rich heritage and its diversity 
offers an unrivalled lifestyle experience for everyone. With 
stunning sandy beaches, premium shopping experiences, 
a number of historic attractions, galleries, theatres, motor 
racing circuits and over 60 golf courses, it is the optimum 
destination to benefit from the perfect work/life balance.

Kent is a great place for your family to thrive too, with 
23% of the UK’s grammar schools located here, your 
children and those of your workforce will have the best 
start in life.

WHY KENT?
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How we can help.
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Locate in Kent. Helping 
every step of the way.

2.  
Bespoke to you 
Our experienced and 
knowledgeable team is on hand 
to discuss your requirements 
and create a bespoke plan, 
specific to your business needs.

3.  
Specialists
Our in-house experts in 
property, skills, and key 
industry sectors have an in 
depth understanding of how to 
support your business growth 
and provide guidance on 
funding and financial incentives.

4.  
Connecting you
Our service also expands into 
our extensive network of Kent 
partners, we will put you in 
touch with the right people 
who can help with legal advice, 
accountancy services and 
marketing support. 

5.  
Supporting you
When you’re ready to make 
your move or expansion into 
Kent, we’ll be here every step 
of the way, helping you to get a 
head start for business growth. 

6.  
Moving onwards
Once you’re settled, we offer 
ongoing support and advice to 
help your business succeed.

1.  
Contact us
If you have a question about 
setting up or expanding in  
Kent, register online at  
locateinkent.com/contact, call 
us on 01732 520700 or email us 
at enquiries@locateinkent.com 
and we’ll provide you with the 
information you need.

In addition to our specialist creative and digital sector support, our team offers 
guidance on all the components needed for business growth in Kent.

“Locate in Kent helped us in finding the right people, 
the right talent pool, the right supporting companies 
and the right government interactions to succeed 
wildly and thanks to them we are.

QUVIUM UK

OUR PROPOSITION
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Chris Broom – Head of Investment

Having spent twelve years in the Locate in Kent team, Chris is 

extremely well versed in the financial incentives available to 

businesses. He has established a strong network of professional 

intermediaries and industry contacts, has in-depth knowledge of 

Kent’s property market and has supported 100s of businesses to 

expand or move their business operations into Kent.

Contact Chris today to discuss your business needs
ChrisB@locateinkent.com
+44 (0)1732 520727

Get in touch


