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The food & drink industry is the biggest manufacturing sector 
in the UK, contributing £28.8bn to the economy and employing 
around 400,000 people. 

Here in Kent, we are extremely proud of the contribution the 
county is making towards this. Worth £2.6bn per annum and 
accounting for 15% of the workforce, the sector is going from 
strength to strength. In addition, Kent’s farming sector is thriving, 
with some of the most productive agricultural land in Britain and 
total assets equating to approximately £5.4bn.

Home to some of the UK’s leading food and drink manufacturers, 
producers and distributers, the county has a rich heritage and 
is renowned for its innovative approach and high-quality natural 
assets. One of the leading horticultural innovation and research 
establishments, NIAB EMR, is also based in Kent, along with three 
universities and Hadlow College, a specialist, land-based college 
with outstanding facilities.

The sector is well supported, with organisations dedicated to 
promoting products and services, industry focused events and a 
host of professional services firms offering specialist advice and 
guidance. And thanks to its geographic location and direct links 
to London and European markets, Kent offers a strong supply and 
distribution infrastructure, meaning it has the potential to lead the 
way in taking the food and drink industry forward.

Enjoy a taste of 
success within 
Kent’s food and 
drink industry.
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Food Sector 
 in Kent.
Kent is one of three food clusters within the UK  
and home to nearly 900 food related companies,  
employing 18,000 people.
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Thanet Earth 
Located in East Kent, Thanet Earth it is the largest 
greenhouse complex in the UK, covering 90 hectares, 
or 220 acres of land. Thanet Earth consists of six 
greenhouses, growing tomatoes, peppers and 
cucumbers; all of which are destined for the shelves  
of some of Britain’s biggest retailers.

Berry Gardens 
Berry Gardens is the UK’s leading berry and stone fruit 
production and marketing group. Founded over 40 years 
ago and wholly owned by UK growers, Berry Gardens 
market and distribute home grown fruit.

SUCCEEDING IN KENT
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SUCCEEDING IN KENT

Kentish Condiments 
With brands Kent Crisps and Kentish Oils, Kentish 
Condiments, based in Ramsgate, are a company taking 
advantage of the best assets in Kent. Made using the 
finest, local ingredients, their products are getting 
global recognition with Kent Crisps becoming one of the 
leading names in premium quality British snacks and sold 
in ten countries around the world.

Ardo 
One of the largest frozen fruit, vegetable and 
carbohydrate producers in the world, the Belgian Ardo 
Group has its UK headquarters in Ashford. The site has 
an overall storage capacity of 22,500 pallets covering a 
total of nearly 90,000 sq ft. Its close proximity to Dover 
and the Channel Tunnel, as well as the M20 motorway, 
puts Ardo UK in an ideal location for international supply 
chain operations.

SUCCEEDING IN KENT “My vision for the future is to forge new partnerships 
and products, I plan to enter four new export markets 
over the next 18 months for Kent Crisps, create a global 
brand and promote Kent as a destination for visitors. 
As someone who loves the food industry and was born 
and raised in Kent, it brings me immense pleasure 
employing local people and supporting local producers.

Laura Bounds, Kent Crisps
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Drink sector in Kent.
With south facing slopes, fertile soils and a benign climate, 
the county provides excellent growing conditions similar 
to that of the Champagne region in France which is why 
so many local vineyards are delivering on a national 
scale. Kent is also known for its rich beer making heritage, 
housing over 50 award-winning  breweries including 
Britain’s oldest brewer.
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Kent Vineyards
Kent plays home to 46 vineyards, including some of the UK’s 
leading winemakers - Chapel Down, Gusbourne and Hush 
Heath, and prestigious French brand, Taittinger. Historically 
known as the ‘Garden of England’ Kent vineyards are 
beautiful, accessible and gaining wide recognition across 
national and international markets. 

Chapel Down is proud to claim the title of England’s leading 
winemaker. Located just outside of Ashford, the company 
benefits from Kent’s chalky soils and cool climate to produce 
a world-class range of wines, beers and ciders using 
traditional methods and fruit sourced from the South East.

SUCCEEDING IN KENTSUCCEEDING IN KENT
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Shepherd Neame
Faversham is home to Britain’s oldest brewery, Shepherd 
Neame. The brewery produces a range of award-winning 
cask ales and filtered beers using natural ingredients, 
such as mineral water from the town’s aquifer and local 
hops. Production is around 210,000 brewers’ barrels a 
year and product easily distributed globally thanks to the 
great connectivity in the county.

Copper Rivet 
Based in Kent’s famous Chatham Dockyard, Copper 
Rivet is a distillery with the philosophy ‘from grain to 
glass.’ Producing some of the UK’s finest Gin, Vodka 
and Whisky, Copper Rivet work with Kent’s farming 
community, taking control of the complete production 
process from selecting the best grains and malts and 
milling them on site before starting the brewing and 
fermenting process. The stills were designed and crafted 
in Kent and once the spirits have matured, they are 
bottled and packaged on site.

SUCCEEDING IN KENTSUCCEEDING IN KENT
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Sector support.
As one of the most significant sectors in the county, there are 
a number of trade bodies and initiatives operating to support 
and promote companies in Kent.



Produced in Kent 
Produced in Kent is a trade organisation supporting 
and promoting food and drink, products and 
services in Kent. The widely recognised brand 
provides business advice and guidance to 
organisations within the sector, introducing 
new routes to market  for businesses as well as 
significant export opportunities and benefits.

Rural PLC (Kent)
Supporting horticulture and agriculture businesses 
in the county, Rural PLC (Kent) has been a platform 
for Kent’s food and farming sector since 2011. 
Comprising leading figures in farming, it lobbies 
for a more conducive regulatory environment, 
investment in skills, research and development  
and assistance in farm diversification.

FOOD AND DRINK
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Manufacturing support 
Locate in Kent offers a free and confidential service to 
support Kent based manufacturers of all sizes. With extensive 
experience in all areas of manufacturing the specialist support 
is bespoke to a company’s needs and provides advice in; 
setting up or expanding a facility, improving operations, 
establishing effective local supply chains and developing the 
skills of a workforce.

FOOD AND DRINK

“We received some excellent support from Locate in Kent 
via Mark Knowlton. Mark was highly knowledgeable 
about the types of challenges we were facing with our 
production line, and was enthusiastic that plenty of 
improvements could be made, without prohibitive costs.

Alex Auger, Juice Executive
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Well connected to 
clients and key 
networks.
In an industry where access to markets and distribution 
is critical, Kent is ideally located between London and the 
continent.  As the only UK county with the High Speed 1 rail 
network, access to the city is only a short journey away and 
key motorways provide quick and easy access to the Channel 
Tunnel, international ports and airports.



City Airport

Heathrow
Airport

Gatwick
Airport

Stansted
Airport

Luton
Airport

Southend
Airport

RAMSGATE

MARGATE
HERNE BAY

WHITSTABLE

Dunkirk

Calais

Channel Tunnel

LONDON

FRANCE

Ashford 
International 

Station

London 
Ashford 
Airport

ASHFORD

Calais

Ebbsfleet 
International 

Station

Biggin Hill

M20

M25

M26

A2

M2

A2

M
20

A2

GRAVESEND
DARTFORD

MEDWAY

FOLKESTONE

DOVER

DEAL

CANTERBURY

FAVERSHAM

SITTINGBOURNE

MAIDSTONE
SEVENOAKS

TONBRIDGE

TUNBRIDGE 
WELLS

Thamesport

Sheerness

M25

M25

M25
M25

M1

M1

M40

M3

M23

Stratford
International Station

St. Pancras
International Station

M11

M11

KINGS HILL

KENT

ISLE OF SHEPPEY

Shenfield

Abbey Wood 

Paddington

London Bridge

Swanley

A2

Dartford
Crossing

17 56

65
54

59

91

38

38

22

80

SANDWICH

90

Motorway North Kent Enterprise Zone

Map key

Eurostar Route
High Speed 1 Route

Domestic High Speed Services
Domestic Rail Services

Ferry/Freight Routes

Universities/ Colleges

Ports

Kent Science Park

Discovery Park Enterprise Zone 

Airport

Journey times to London

Eurostar Stops

Crossrail Route

Proposed Crossrail Extension 

Preferred Lower Thames 
Crossing route 

38

33
45

23 57

LOCATION WITHIN UK

  Kent the connected 
county
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LOCATION WITHIN EUROPE
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Access to a highly 
skilled and trained 
workforce.
The food and drink sector employs 18,000 people across 
Kent. A highly skilled workforce coupled with leading 
horticultural, land-based colleges and three universities, 
make Kent an attractive offer to food production and food 
technology businesses. 



Hadlow College 
With campuses in Kent and London, Hadlow College 
covers a wide range of land-based subjects at both 
further and higher education level. 

NIAB EMR 
Is the UK’s centre of horticulture research excellence, 
with its work supporting fruit growers internationally 
renowned. The centre specialises in development of 
fruit varieties that are able to adapt to changing  
global climates.

FOOD AND DRINK
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Financial incentives.
There are a number of funding schemes available to support 
food related businesses across Kent & Medway. For the full 
range of incentives, please refer to our Funding brochure or 
contact us today.



Kent and Medway Business Fund
The scheme aims to deliver investment to businesses across Kent and 
Medway offering 0% loans between £50,000 and £500,000 to small and 
medium sized businesses.

Rural Development Programme 
for England (RDPE) 
The RDPE scheme offer financial support for the Rural Development  
for across England. Funding is available to improve the environment, 
increase productivity of farming and forestry as well as growing the rural 
economy. The programme also offers support by giving your company  
the tools and opportunities to share your ideas and exchange  
information more easily and affectively.

Kent LEADER programme
Operating in rural areas with a population of 150,000, the LEADER 
programmer offers financial support for companies developing new ideas. 
LEADER Programme is a European Union rural funding approach, with 
grant funds currently available from late 2015 to December 2019.

FOOD AND DRINK
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LoCase
Low Carbon Across the South East is 
an EU funded project aiming to help 
business save money on energy, support 
growth, and promote opportunities in 
the low carbon market. Grants of up 
to £10,000 are available to small and 
medium businesses in the South East to 
help adopt low carbon solutions.

South East 
Business Boost 
The South East Business Boost offer 
small and medium sized business in Kent 
grants from £1000 to £10,000 to promote 
business development and growth. The 
project funds up to 30% of the costs of 
qualifying projects, with the remaining 
70% being met by the business.

Start up Loans
A start up loan can help you achieve 
your business goals with a loan of up 
to £25,000, at fixed 6% interest p.a. 
Applicants will also be offered free 
mentoring, exclusive business offers to 
help your start up and support with your 
business plan and cash flow forecast.

FOOD AND DRINK
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Why Kent?



WHY KENT?

The business case for setting up or expanding in Kent has 
never been stronger. Positioned between London and Europe 
and experiencing impressive growth and regeneration,  
Kent offers unrivalled benefits that not only make good 
business sense but create the ideal place for your 
workforce and family to thrive in.

Even better connected
As the only UK county with the High Speed 1 rail network, 
Kent offers quick and convenient access to markets like no 
other. Businesses can access London in just 17 minutes and 
Paris and Brussels in under two hours. With the Port of 
Dover and five other seaports located within the county, 
import/export operations are well supported and 
International airports such as London Heathrow and 
Gatwick are easily accessible within an hour. Digital 
connectivity is also an asset in Kent, with 92% of homes 
and businesses having access to superfast broadband.

Top quality, low costs
In Kent, commercial property costs are up to 60%  
cheaper than London and 15% lower than the rest of  
the South East. Great value for money can also be seen 
across residential property with average house prices  
33% cheaper than London. Kent also boasts two 
Enterprise Zones (Discovery Park and North Kent) offering 
business rate savings of up to £275,000 over five years and 
there are a number of funding support schemes available 
to support growing businesses. Discovery Park is the most 
successful Enterprise Zone in the UK.

Kent makes business 
sense
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The pick of the crop 
With a resident population of just over 1.8m, Kent and 
Medway is the largest of all of the English counties and 
provides access to a highly-skilled workforce. There are 
four top universities, including the University of Kent, 
ranked in the top 25 in the UK which provide a steady 
pipeline of graduates across key growth sectors each 
year. A further 25 universities are in an easily 
commutable 20 mile radius. The median salary in Kent is 
£4k lower than those in London, making the county 
extremely good value for money when it comes to 
finding the right staff for your business.

For business, for work, for life
Kent has just over 350 miles of coastline and with a third 
of the county designated as an area of outstanding 
natural beauty, it is perfect for people who value quality 
family time. The county has a rich heritage and its 
diversity offers an unrivalled lifestyle experience for 
everyone. With stunning sandy beaches, premium 
shopping experiences, a number of historic attractions, 
galleries, theatres, motor racing circuits and over 60 golf 
courses, it is the optimum destination to benefit from the 
perfect work/life balance.

Kent is a great place for your family to thrive too, with 
23% of the UK’s grammar schools located here, your 
children and those of your workforce will have the best 
start in life.

WHY KENT?

Food and Drink 24



How we can help.



Locate in Kent. Helping 
every step of the way.

2.  
Bespoke to you 
Our experienced and 
knowledgeable team is on hand 
to discuss your requirements 
and create a bespoke plan, 
specific to your business needs.

3.  
Specialists
Our in-house experts in 
property, skills, and key 
industry sectors have an in 
depth understanding of how to 
support your business growth 
and provide guidance on 
funding and financial incentives.

4.  
Connecting you
Our service also expands into 
our extensive network of Kent 
partners, we will put you in 
touch with the right people 
who can help with legal advice, 
accountancy services and 
marketing support. 

5.  
Supporting you
When you’re ready to make 
your move or expansion into 
Kent, we’ll be here every step 
of the way, helping you to get a 
head start for business growth. 

6.  
Moving onwards
Once you’re settled, we offer 
ongoing support and advice to 
help your business succeed.

1.  
Contact us
If you have a question about 
setting up or expanding in  
Kent, register online at  
locateinkent.com/contact, call 
us on 01732 520700 or email us 
at enquiries@locateinkent.com 
and we’ll provide you with the 
information you need.

In addition to our specialist food and drink support, our team offers 
guidance on all the components needed for business growth in Kent.

OUR PROPOSITION
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Chris Broom – Head of Investment

Having spent twelve years in the Locate in Kent team, Chris is 

extremely well versed in the financial incentives available to 

businesses. He has established a strong network of professional 

intermediaries and industry contacts, has in-depth knowledge of 

Kent’s property market and has supported 100s of businesses to 

expand or move their business operations into Kent. to businesses.

Contact Chris today to discuss your business needs
ChrisB@locateinkent.com
+44 (0)1732 520727

Get in touch


