
Join the creatives
The creative industries are the fastest growing  
sector in the UK economy, with Kent and Medway 
the perfect showcase for a diverse and vibrant sector 
shaping all our futures.
One in eight UK enterprises are creative enterprises, 
collectively responsible for generating £101.5 billion 
gross value added (GVA) to the UK’s economy, with 
Kent and Medway a growing part of this success. 
From large household names through to small creative 
enterprises an ecosystem of expertise is emerging here; 
a position that will only grow with the government 
decision to award £4.3m to develop the region into a 
world leader for the creative industries.
The Thames Estuary Production Corridor will  
unlock long term growth across North Kent with an 
ambition to deliver a share of 50,000 new jobs, and an 
extra £3.1bn to the UK economy.
In towns across the region from Tunbridge Wells, 
Maidstone and Chatham to Canterbury, Folkestone 
and Margate more and more innovative companies are 
seeing the benefits of being located in Kent.
The University for the Creative Arts based in Kent, 
completes the circle, one of a number of further and 
higher education providers delivering a growing pool 
of creative talent with the skills that existing and future 
businesses can tap into to support their growth.

Key Locations

Folkestone Creative Quarter

Maidstone TV Studios

Chatham Historic Dockyard

Margate Old Town

Tunbridge Wells

Canterbury
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Kent’s creative and 
digital strengths

Advertising & Marketing

Architecture

Crafts

Design; product, graphic & fashion design

Film, TV, video, radio & photography

IT, software & computer services

Publishing

Museums, Galleries & libraries

Music, performing & visual arts

SECTORS

High Speed 1

Creative Enterprises in  
Kent & Medway.

3,330
36.6% of creative 
sector employees 
work in IT, software 
and computer 
services.

36.6%

Kent’s creative talents are 
clear with the number 
of employees working in 
Architecture, Design and 
Publishing sectors higher 
than the national average.

With 980 creative 
enterprises, 
Tunbridge Wells 
has the highest 
number and 
proportion of Kent 
businesses in  
this sector.

15.4%

980

9,000
Creative industry 
employees in  
Kent and Medway.

The University for the 
Creative Arts, in Kent, is 
ranked as the number one 
specialist university for the 
creative industries in the UK.

UCA

1,560
The number of creative businesses joining 
us in Kent and Medway over the past 
five years, representing sector growth of 
29.2%.
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THE ARTS



Connectivity

Extremely well connected by rail, road, air and sea 
and with its close proximity to London and Europe, 
Kent has easy, fast and efficient access to key 
markets. High Speed 1 is a major point of difference 
for Kent, offering access to London by train in  
17 minutes. It’s often quicker for people to reach  
the capital from the county than to cross it. 

 Cost

Cheaper property and lower salaries make Kent a 
cost-effective base for business. Kent’s commercial 
property is up to 60% lower in rental or purchase 
price compared to London. This combined with a 
highly skilled workforce with lower salary levels can 
result in operational savings of up to 55%.

Skills

Kent’s four universities provide a wealth of graduates 
across key growth sectors each year, including the 
University of Kent which ranks within the top 25 
universities in the UK and top 500 globally.  
With a local population of over 1.8 million and  
access to millions more from neighbouring regions,  
Kent offers a highly diverse talent pool. 

 Quality of life

Made up of traditional pretty English villages,  
bustling towns, stunning countryside and over  
350 miles of coastline, Kent is designated as an area 
of outstanding natural beauty for good reason. Yet 
average residential property price are approximately  
33% cheaper than London. 

£

www.locateinkent.com

CONTACT US

Call us +44(0)1732 520700
     @LocateInKent        Locate in Kent 

     enquiries@locateinkent.com

“Kent lends itself to untapped 
talent everywhere in the 

county. Our people are what 
makes our business, we know 

they are instrumental to  
our success.”

Luke Quilter 
CEO 

Sleeping Giant Media

Need support 
growing your  
creative or 
digital 
business?
From property and site 
selection to access to 
funding; skills advice  
and sector expertise,  
we can help.

Kent inspires


